Kooka Calling Kooka (Paul Crane), Group Leader

All sections are up and firing since the start of term. One thought struck me
when reviewing Section programs was how active the programs are. Bike
Hikes, swimming, night hikes etc. let alone the full-on games played by Cubs
and Venturers on most Hall nights. The physical development of children is
one of the principal aims of Scouting and we don’t want to disappoint parents
in this area. From time to time | “criticise” the balance and mix of section
Programs and | encourage parents to also provide feedback to Leaders.

| read in the local paper that Brentwood Secondary College is bringing in
specialists to teach students to be active (wasn't that what PE - Physical
Education - was for?). Clearly there is a serious issue about how to keep
children physically active in the face of modern technology and social mores
but one where scouting has always provided a solution. One of the major
drivers of Baden Powell’s vision for Scouting was to provide healthy physical
activity for the slothful youth of industrial Britain. Obviously lumping coal

sacks six day a week was not enough for a 13 year old in 1908.
Continued on pages 2 & 3

i Rovers support Bush ;
1 Fire Victims at Channel 9 Telethon i

'The following transcript comes from an email corsation:
_ between Lyn Allen (a bragging mum) and Paul CrapTeL(d'
e -Group Leader and keen volunteer). i

iLA: From the 60+ rovers manning the phones at thetheha.

for the Bush Fire Victims last night Robyn madeupi 10 and
.28 on the News.com.au gallery. Apart from celesiand flre
0 IV|ct|ms Robyn was the only volunteer [teIephonerm}mr].

photographed' She tells me she enjoyed hersklfigalvith thel
i boys from the Holden Racing Team and having hetcptakerf
: lWlth Shannon Noll (she hasn't sent me that phdjo ye i

i PC I am very proud myself of the Rover Crew in evemgtthey-
are doing lately - they are a fine bunch of youremrand womeh
-and Robyn stands tall amongst them. | am gomgouplerrl,
'Plalns District Camp at Whittlesea on Thu to helpao ups
undergrovvth | don't think this site was burnt babther !
— ione nearby was. | registered on the Rover Hotlind shey-
Bushfire relief concert at Channel 9.

Naomi Robson on the phone (note ; Ca”ed me yesterday E

the st West scarl wom by | Congratulations Rovers! ;

volunteer/rover, Robyn Allen). i
http://www.news.com.au/gallery/ i
0,23607,5037411-5010140- PS from Nick “3rd Degree” Byrne - “The photo on he front of -

10,00.htm| the scout mag(azineJsubscription required]also has another of oud
H 1st West Rover girls on it and her name is Melissdall.” :




Kooka Calling

...continued from Page 1

| have been remiss in not taking the
trouble to welcome new Families to the
pages in recent editions.

1. Welcome to Maddi Mathews and
her parents Scott and Karlene. Maddi

has joined our Venturers from 18t

Malvern.

2. Aeriel Butterfield has joined the
Troop, either because her brother said
how great Scouts was or because he
now gone onto Venturers. So we will
continue to see the family 4WD in the
driveway on a Thursday night.

3. Konrad Debicki is the first scout to

email me personally asking to join 18t

West. Luckily his parents Krysia and
Arthur thought it was a good idea too.

4. Peter Hunt has joined Cubs this
month and we look forward to Richard
and Mary having a long association

with 15t West too. (After the huge bring
a friend night | expect to be seeing
several more new Cubs in the coming
weeks)

5. | was thrilled to present Fin
Parker with his Group scarf on 24
February. Fin was ready to join Joeys
when the Mob had to go into recess so
he is absolutely fired up now that he is
old enough to join the Pack. Finnisthe
third (and last?) of the Parker boys in
the Group and we “rewelcome” Libby
and Craig.

The Rover Crew has been attracting
new members like bees to honey.

6. Mel Hall has joined Tarlow (as
well as being a Cub Leader in
Brighton);

7. Dougal Sully was raising money
for the Crew at Bunnings as soon as
joining,

8. Martin Pizzey might be 21 but still
has 5 years of Rovering to enjoy after

joining Tarlow in January.

| wrote these words in the last
edition of the Message Stick:

. Speaking of climbing to greater
heights, two 1st West identities have
been appointed to Assistant Branch
Commissioner (ABC) posts in
Victorian branch ...

Alert readers (you all) would have
realised that | went on to wax lyrical
about only Greg Andrews.
Somewhere between the synapse
(singular) firing in my brain and the
printing press, all mention of Annette
Cook was obliterated. So in one
sentence | offer apologies and
congratulations. Furthermore, | had
short changed Annette as she is
actually the Branch Commissioner
for Environment. Not a hotter topic
in our society these days and
Scouts have for a long time been
very environmentally aware — the
tenth Scout Law has been “A Scout
cares for the environment” well
before Peter Garrett had hair.
Sarah’s Mum is Annette’s foremost
role but now she also has the task of
leading the environmental programs
across Victoria. We wish her well
and thank her too for her five years
of service as District Commissioner
for Monash.

Speaking of Sarah, she too will be
receiving our congratulations on
Thursday March 26 when she is
awarded her Australian Scout
Medallion (shown below). This is a
very significant achievement and |
encourage all troop families and
former recipients now in Venturers
and Rovers to attend the
presentation at 8pm.

Continued on page 3




Kooka Calling ...continued from Page 2

Tuesday 3 February was a profitable
four hours for 1st West. Over $1,000
was raised simply by counting door
handles, locks, light globes, steel
rods, rakes, saws, and letterboxes; in
short, virtually every item Bunnings
has under its roof. The Rover Crew
provided eight counters and will
benefit the most from these dollars.
Thanks to John Wales, Gavin Rudd,
Sue Spence, and Edan Harig for their
assistance - the proceeds of which will
go straight into Group coffers.

We will have another opportunity to
participate in a Stocktake later in the
year. Please make the sacrifice of
your evening if you can - it's a pretty
easy $80 per head for 1st West.

Talking of Bunnings — we hope to see
many families staffing the BBQ on
Sunday 18th April. Committee people
will be contacting you regarding two-
hour shifts. | expect all families to help
out on this or a second date we have
later in the year.

Applications have been rolling in since
the Information Night on March 5. |
believe there is still time to get them in.
If you have any questions at all about
your child’s involvement in Scouting’s
biggest event please contact Nick.

We have seven Saturday mornings
over 2009 (starting March 21) outside
Ozzies Butchers in Hamilton Place.
This year will be totally dedicated to
fundraising by the Scouts attending
Jamboree.

| would like one parent to coordinate
the roster and the basic preparation for
each day and all families participate as
scheduled. | don’t want to see any of
the scout section leaders standing
around a BBQ in Hamilton Place on a
Saturday.

Kooka
Paul Crane
Group Leader

To our Supporters:

Anna Burke (Federal
Chisholm MP) and her
staff for printing our
newsletter without cost.

To our contributers:
Kooka

Chuckles

Lyn Allen

Finn Parker

Libby Parker

Sue Spence




Monster Scout Raffle 2009 .
Tickets - only $2 each

You should now have received your 10 “Scouts Australia” $2 raffle tickets. All ;
tickets sold represent 100% profit to 1st West Waverley. This is a fantastic way !
for all families to support the group. Please do not hesitate to ask for more tickets
if you can sell more. It is really important that all families sell at least 1 book of ;
tickets.

Please make sure all ticket stubs and cash are
returned to your group leader by Tuesday 28 April at
the latest. If you have any queries please do not
hesitate to contact Libby on 041 2048 041.

Thanks,

Libby Parker

HH $ ##
%







It's that time again...

Once again, the mad rush preparing
for the Annual Gilwell Stradbroke
competition is about to begin, not only
for 1st West, but for all the other
troops participating.

No matter how careful a troop or patrol
is, when the time comes for them to
set up their camp, be assured that
some essential piece of equipment
has been left behind. | know of one
patrol leaving their sleeping tent back
at the hall - no drama though because
they did have poles, guy ropes, pegs
and floor to worth with. Maybe that
patrol slept under the stars!

One of the assessment categories is
a patrol meal, usually all patrols want
the Saturday night meal assessed.
Unfortunately, the preparation and
presentation leaves a lot for your

meal comprising of baked beans,
nearly cold, on a slice of buttered
bread.

Of the four awards given at
Stradbroke, the competitor is the
lowest. As far as | am concerned it
means “Don’t come next year, you are
not good enough to compete”. Saying
this, | admit to giving three such
awards over the years;

The canvas on any site can be trim,
taut and terrific - making any patrol
think they are ready to receive the top
award. However, so many patrols
lose points in the categories
containing hygiene and safety. Any
assessor following the  points
allocated on the assessing sheet
could deduct 36 points from a possible
sixty. Of course, this would give any
patrol no chance of achieving the top
award.

imagination.  How do you assess a . . . .

g y I will try and find my list of bribes,
which | will accept - only under
pressure of course - when | meet “my
patrols” at Stradbroke.

Yours in scouting and 1st West in
particular.
“Chuckles”
$ %
!
# 0% % %&& & ' &
0 % %&& & ' &
+ % %&& & & &,-., I/ / 00
% %&& & & &+ * 1 2 )
! S % &




#$ % %

#
( ()
! " I #
* + " , +- / I
% ' % 0 +- -
$ # % % # % !
#& '# %( #) #&
+ 1
2
3
4 5
6 # 7&

MONASH DISTRICT ANZAC DAY PARADE

When: 9:30 am, Sunday 19 April (weekend before Anzac Day)
Where: Cenotaph, Kingsway, Glen Waverley (next to Library)

Even though this date is in the school holidays, please put this in your diaries.

1st West Cubs, Scouts, Venturers and Rovers assist at this Service by handing
out Orders of Service and springs of rosemary to all attending. They assist with
seating and forming a guard of Honour for the official march and, afterwards, help
with packing up chairs, etc.

We provide a service to the community as well “Their Service, Our Heritage”
badge.

Absolutely full uniform. No hats other than official Scout headwear, no board
shorts, shorts to be dark blue, cream or similar. Scarves neatly rolled.

PARENTS FULLY WELCOME TO ATTEND. Service and pack up is over at
approximately 10:45 am.




: 1st West Waverley Committee

President: vacant tba :

i Secretary: Libby Parker 9807 3272
i Treasurer: Ralphe Hollenberg 9807 9842
. Group Leader: Paul Crane 9803 3032 |
Registrar: Joyce Cesario 9884 7006
C’'tee members: Mario Staffieri 0888 3449
Darrin Day 9543 2954

Message Stick Editor:Sue Spence 9807 6475
Hall Hire Manager:  Gavin Rudd 9884 6482

1st West Waverley Leadership Team

GROUP LEADER: Paul “Kooka” Crane 9803 3032

JOEY SCOUTS: contact “Kooka” (see above)

CUB SCOUTS: Fiona “Akela” Rudd 9884 6482
Leesa “Bagheera” Blackburn 9807 2961
Hilary “Baloo” Leigh 9833 3494
Michael “Rikki” Barnes 8502 2791
Robyn “Chill” Allen 9806 0535
Jill “tba” Cairnes 9888 2062

SCOUTS: Nick “3rd Degree” Byrne 9795 1269
Steve “Singe” Woolger 9807 3852
John “Chuckles” Chettle 9560 8081
Adam “Rama” Charrett

VENTURERS: Graeme Chard 9807 5823
Byron Savory 9807 3686

ROVERS: Ross Woolger 9807 3852
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